Congenital heart block in successive pregnancies: a case report and evaluation of risk with therapeutic consideration.
SS-A antibody has been found to bind to fetal cardiac tissue and is thought to mediate congenital heart block via transplacental passage. Recent papers have identified various risk factors thought to define subclasses of SS-A antibody-positive mothers at greater risk of delivering children with congenital heart block. Treatment modalities for antibody-mediated fetal insult are now expanding and being used clinically. We report a case of a clinically asymptomatic SS-A antibody-producing mother who gave birth to two SS-A antibody-positive children with congenital heart block. It is our hope that ongoing refinement of risk factors and effective therapy will result in successful in utero palliation of the effects of SS-A antibody.